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For Boaters, By Boaters”
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ell this summer has been/is busy for me & family.

July-August 2026

4w We attended the District Rendezvous in Port Ludlow on 04-07JUN. Tacoma PS was reasonably
Cdtr Craig Brown, SN-ACN represented at the rendezvous by Brian & Barb Prudente (by boat), Jim & Debbie Harden (by RV),
Richard & Jackie Mattox (by car), and Craig, Sandy, Adalynne, Evanie, & Irissa Brown (by boat). We
did get some VSCs & Co-Op Chart activity completed. Saturday, we had several training & seminar opportunities. And
lots of good food & fellowship.

On 30MAY the Dildine’s hosted the TPS BBQ. There was a reasonable TPS turn out at the BBQ. Plus, lots of good food
& fellowship.

On 14-16AUG will be District 32 (SW Washington & Oregon) Rendezvous in St Helens, OR. Several of us (all are invited)
plan to attend. At the D32 rendezvous they’ll be celebrating their 50 anniversary. D32 was originally part of D16.

On O8SEP the TPS Board meetings (@1800) will begin again at the Black Bear Diner in Lakewood.

On 12 SEP will be TPS’s Salmon Bake at Sharp’s. There will be a white elephant gift exchange. Plus, there will be lots of
good food & fellowship. More info & RSVP request will be sent out to TPS membership.

On 22SEP the TPS General meetings (@1830) will begin again at Day Island YC in University Place.

On 23-27SEP I'll be attending the USPS Governing Board meeting in Raleigh, NC.
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EDUCATIONAL

DEPARTMENT

It’s been a long, slow summer. No boat, no boating, no fun on the water. The good news is we
sold our Helmsman 43 and the Helmsman 46 should ship out in a week or two. Fingers crossed!

And with that behind us let’s talk about courses. We have a Radar course taught by John Dorsey
starting October 1 at Tacoma Yacht Club. I’ll get this on the calendar soon. We’re also trying to
get an ABC course together but are limited on instructors without timing conflicts. I’ll be working
the process to get a course set up.

Lt/C Scott Macleod, P

Did I mention we’re getting a new boat??? o
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EXECUTIVE

DEPARTMENT

Summer travel is a great opportunity to relax, explore new destinations, and create lasting memo-
ries. Some of us are still boating, some are taking cruises, while others might just be doing local travel.
It is worthwhile to spend some time planning with an eye on safety. Staying safe during the warmer
months requires planning and awareness. High temperatures, crowded tourist attractions, and in-
creased outdoor activities can present unique challenges if travelers are not prepared.

Lt/C Bob Hays, AP

Before leaving, research your destination's weather conditions, local laws, and emergency services.
Pack lightweight clothing, sunscreen with a high SPF, sunglasses, a hat, and a reusable water bottle. Staying hydrated is
essential, especially during long walks, hikes, or sightseeing in hot weather. Drink plenty of water throughout the day and
avoid excessive alcohol or caffeine, which can contribute to dehydration.

Protect yourself from the sun by applying sunscreen every two hours and seeking shade during the hottest part of the day,
usually between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. If you plan to swim, choose designated swimming areas and follow all safety signs.
Never swim alone, and supervise children closely around water.

Travelers should also safeguard their belongings. Keep important documents, cash, and electronics in secure bags or hotel
safes. Be cautious in crowded places where pickpocketing is more common. Share your travel itinerary with a trusted friend
or family member and keep your phone fully charged in case of emergencies.

When driving, ensure your vehicle is in good condition before starting your trip. Check the tires, brakes, air conditioning,
and fluid levels. Take regular breaks during long drives to avoid fatigue and never drive while distracted or under the
influence of alcohol.

Finally, respect local customs, wildlife, and the environment. Follow marked trails, dispose of waste properly, and avoid
risky activities beyond your skill level. By preparing ahead, staying alert, and making smart decisions, you can reduce
potential risks and enjoy a safe, healthy, and memorable summer vacation with family and friends. A little caution goes a
long way toward ensuring your trip is enjoyable from beginning to end.

All you have to do is contact
Need a Vessel Safety Check?
P/D/C Craig Brown, SN-ACN
[Email: craig-sandybrown@msn.com

Phone: 253-350-4884
Address: 4634 Kent Ct.
Kent, WA 98032-7112

It’s Fast, It’s Easy, and best of all,
IT”S FREE !!!

TERSH WORE &1 Wm0 SabEl YaERL AED

P/D/C Craig Brown, SN-ACN is our VSC Chairperson. He will also be taking requests for VSC supplies etc. as well as helping
organize VSC team events that we may do.
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TACOMA POWER SQUADRON

Commander
Executive Officer
Administrative Officer
Educational Officer

Asst Education Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
COMMANDER’S DEPT
Flag Lt Lt Mason Dixon
Sunshine Lt Leslie Burton, S
Merit Mark P/D/C Christine Rasmussen, SN
Galley Manager Lt Lorraine Stargel, AP
Lt Viki Sharp
EXECUTIVE DEPT
Executive Officer Lt/C Bob Hays, AP
Safety Officer P/R/C James Harden, SN-CN
Coop Charting P/R/C James Harden, SN-CN
VSC Chairperson P/D/C Craig Brown, SN-ACN
Radio Tech P/C Andy Temple, AP
Boat Show Vacant
Legislative P/R/C James Harden, SN-CN
ADMINISTRATIVE DEPT
Administrative Officer ~ Vacant
Boating Activities Vacant

Membership P/C Jackie Mattox, AP
Membership Involvement P/C Jackie Mattox, AP
Operations Training P/C Stan Wolfe, SN-CN

Programs Lt Barbara Prudente

Sunshine Lt Leslie Burton
SECRETARY DEPT

Secretary Lt/C Christine Rasmussen, SN

Web Master Lt Tom Ferree, JN

Newsletter P/C Richard Mattox, AP

Historian Vacant

Commencement Bay P/C Jackie Mattox, AP

TREASURER DEPT
Treasurer P/R/C James Harden, SN-CN
Property Officer Vacant
Supply Officer Chuck Sharp

2026 — 2027

Cdr Craig Brown, SN-ACN
Lt/C Bob Hays, AP

Vacant

Lt/C Scott Macleod, P

P/Lt/C Bentley Rickmers, S
Lt/C Christine Rasmussen, SN
Lt/C James Harden, SN-CN

EXECUTIVE BOARD
1 Yr Term Lt Debbie Wolfe
1 Yr Term Lt Jeff Krueger, S
1 Yr Term Lt Becky Arrington, S
2 Yr Term Lt Brian Prudente
2 Yr Term Lt Debbie Harden
3 Yr Term P/C Richard Mattox, AP
3Yr Term P/C Jackie Mattox, AP

FINANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE

1 Yr Term Lt Leah Hafterson, AP

2 Yr Term Lt Becky Arrington, S

3 Yr Term Lt Tom Ferree, JN
RULES COMMITTEE

1 Yr Term P/C Bill Larsen, AP

2 Yr Term P/C Mitch Carroll, SN

3Yr Term Vacant

NOMINATION COMMITTEE

1 Yr Term Vacant

2 Yr Term Vacant

3Yr Term Vacant
EDUCATION DEPT

Lt/C Scott Macleod, P

ABC CHAIRPERSON
Lt/C Scott MacLeod, P

ELECTIVE COURSES CHAIRPERSON
Vacant

ADVANCED GRADES CHAIRPERSON
Vacant
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BRIDGE OFFICERS

Commander

P/D/C Craig Brown, SN-ACN
Email:craig-sandybrown@msm.com
Executive Officer

Lt/C Bob Hays, AP
Email: captn.bob.hays@gmail.com
Administrative Officer

Vacant
Educational Officer

Lt/C Scott Macleod, P

Email: 165racer@icloud.com
Asst Education Officer

P/Lt/C Bentley Ricckmers, S

Email: benric7@gmail.com
Secretary

P/D/C Christine Rasmussen, SN

Treasurer
P/R/C James Harden, SN-CN

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Lt Debbie Wolfe

Lt Becky Arrington, S
Lt Jeff Krueger

Lt Brian Prudente

Lt Debbie Harden

P/C Richard Mattox, AP
P/C Jackie Mattox, AP

Lighthouse Marine Gig Harbor, LLC

www.lighthousemarine.net

Ihmllcgigharbor@gmail.com
5926 Sehmal Dr. Suite A
Gig Harbor, WA 98332

253 858-7280 or 253 858-8160
fax: 253 858-8162

BOATING ACTIVITIES CHAIR
Vacant

The Wake Astern

Editor: P/C Richard Mattox, AP
(253) 732-2264
ricque0602@comcast.net

SHIPS STORE

Vacant
Authorized Dealers
TPS WEBSITE MERCURY * YAMAHA « EVINRUDE
MERCRUISER = VOLVO

www.tacomapowerandsailsquadron.o
rg

D/16 WEBSITE

www.uspsd16.org

Cover photo by
Lt Cindy Warren, AP

The Weake Astern is the official monthly publication of the Tacoma Power Squadron. Articles, opinions and advertisements
expressed herein do not necessarily reflect policies of The Tacoma Power Squadron or United States Power Squadrons® unless so

designated. The editor reserves the right to edit and modify materials submitted for publication and to publish such materials in a
style which best serves the needs of USPS, TPS and The Weake Aostern.
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July 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
No
Exec Brd Mtg
June thru August
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31
No
General Meeting

June thru August
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August 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
No
Exec Brd Mtg Dist 32
June thru August Rendezvous
St Helens, OR
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Dist 32
Rendv
St Helens, OR
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
No
General Meeting

June thru August

30 31
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September 2026
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Ex.Bd Mtg Sharp’s
6:00-8:00 PM Salmon
@ Black Bear Diner Bake
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Gen Mtg
6:30-8:30 PM
@ DIYC

27 28 29 30



TACOMA POWER SQUADRON
5105 Grand Loop, Apt 811

| TACOMA WA 98407-3196 ;‘
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A foggy day at Deception Pass
(Winning Photo Contest by P/D/C Craig Brown, SN-ACN)



